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Presentation or Poster Abstract
Interoperability and Innovation in Drug Information Systems
Presenter: Jean François FORGET, MD, CMO VIDAL Group
Audience
Health Information Systems and ePrescription Systems Providers, Drug Agencies, Health care professionals with practice responsibilities involving health informatics systems, and any stakeholders working in the drug-information-delivery domain
Objectives
Understand how Snomed CT can be utilized as a backbone in drug-information-delivery and decision support systems to increase prescription safety
Abstract
Vidal is committed to supporting the diverse data access requirements of physicians, pharmacists, and patients wanting up-to-date information about medications and their uses. Our overarching goal is to provide user-relevant information in a format that facilitates informed, efficient, effective, and economically sensible therapeutic decision-making. 
This requires that we execute a number of information sorting, layering, translation, and linking tasks. In particular, it is very important that we are able to organize information from a number of perspectives and a variety of information granularities depending on a user’s specific request.
Standards can be used to both enable cross-system interoperability of drugs (e.g. commercial and generic names, components, forms, etc.) and prescriptions (e.g. dosage, route of administration, side effects, etc.) as well as to ground prescription risk analysis (e.g. drug-drug interactions, drug-disease contraindications, etc.) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SNOMED CT is increasingly being used in EHR systems. Vidal is integrating SNOMED concepts into its information infrastructure though the use of semantic mappings between relevant SNOMED terms and associated Vidal terminologies (e.g. Substances, Allergies, and Pharmaceutical Products).
This standards-based information infrastructure creates the opportunity to increase the scope of monitoring for events-of-interest (e.g. drug allergies, adverse event reporting, drug health modules, etc.) from one restricted by single-system “locality” to a broader cross-system – and therefore cross-country – limited only by the adoption of the required standards.
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