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Purpose

Advise re: outcome of consultation on proposal to inactivate therapeutic role groupers in the
Medicinal Product hierarchy.

Background

Following the Briefing Note of November 2023 on the inactivation of role groupers in the Substance
and Medicinal Product Hierarchies and distribution of the “Universal Summary” documenting all
stakeholder feedback received, we now publish this follow-up Briefing Note.

Issues/problem statement

This is a follow-up to the consultation Briefing Note of November 2023, and the Universal Summary
of feedback received (both referenced above).
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Solution

● Evidence has been received illustrating the impact of the inactivation of the recently created
Medicinal Product therapeutic role groupers includes requirements for some limited local use
cases. It is understood that at a national level, and with a prescribing use case, in certain
circumstances groupers may be required. Other marginal use cases may require different
solutions, but the existing therapeutic roles in the International Edition of SNOMED CT
cannot be considered an international therapeutic classification of drugs (e.g. as could be
served by mappings to classifications such as ATC etc).

● Feedback included that Medicinal Product therapeutic role groupers are incomplete, and
comments received included confusion regarding which to use in terms of substance or
products. 

● Resolution of the issues involves inactivating the small set of the Medicinal product role
groupers (20% of those contained in substances) created to date, many without any
subtypes assigned. We understand this is a rollback in a decision made circa 2017 by the
substance redesign working group.

● NRCs can opt to create medicinal product role groupers in their extensions or use other
solutions and classifications to address the issues related to the use of the substance role
groupers.

Impact to content

● 178 Medicinal Product Role Groupers will be inactivated as duplicates pointing to the
substance role groupers.

● Based on SNOMED CT member feedback 766939001 |Plays role (attribute)| and its
supporting hierarchy of 766941000 |Therapeutic role (role)| and its 123 subtypes will be
retained to support modelling content in extensions.

● The Substance role groupers will remain in situ with no change. Additional concepts of this
type will not be created, and requests for new instances will be rejected. However, a
disclaimer will be added to the SNOMED CT Editorial Guide related to known issues with the
use of Substance role groupers including potential incorrect classification.
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Release date

Target date is 1st August 2024 release.

For further information contact Nicki Ingram: nin@snomed.org

Approvals Date Name

Chief Terminologist May 6, 2024 James T. Case

Director of Content and
Mapping

May 6, 2024
Monica Harry

CSRM team May 7, 2024 Kelly Kuru

Nicki Ingram and Farzaneh Ashrafi, 2024-05-01
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