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with abbreviation support
Presenter: Maria del Pilar Avila Williams & David Osvaldo Perez, 
Hospital Italiano de Buenos Aires.
Audience
Anyone involved with the authoring of SNOMED CT extensions and developers tasked with creating SNOMED CT authoring tools.
Objectives
To describe our experience in the creation of a terminology system that supports abbreviations and maintains a reference language.
Abstract
Clinicians use abbreviations to save time and space during documentation. Abbreviations that seem unambiguous to authors often confuse other healthcare providers. Studies have shown that clinicians have difficulty recognizing the sense of abbreviations in clinical notes causing errors in patient health care.
The Department of Health Informatics of Hospital Italiano de Buenos Aires, in an effort to achieve international standards of patient health care, is in an accreditation process by the Joint Commision International. The Joint Commision requires that the use of abbreviations must be controlled and documented. Since November of 2014, the hospital established an Abbreviations Regulation Committee in charge of the management and classification of abbreviations used in historical health records. As a result, 800 abbreviations were classified as univocal and 200 were classified as ambiguous without context with 400 replacement variations in total.
According to the SNOMED CT Editorial Guide, abbreviations are prohibited in FSNs and synonyms, with specified exceptions. Where there are exceptions, the specific policy allowing the exceptions must be spelled out in detail in the Guide, and otherwise terms containing abbreviations are not to be accepted into the International Release. The absence of SNOMED CT support of abbreviations and the troubles caused by the use of abbreviations in clinical records brings the need to create a content extension to detect and disambiguate them and still maintain the standard reference language.
The interface vocabulary takes context parameters with terminology control such as user preferences, specialty or knowledge domain to make a decision that offers a single SNOMED CT concept. The conceptid retrieved is then used to automatically replace the abbreviation with the preferred term. The use of an interface vocabulary offers flexibility to use abbreviations with the added benefit that comes with a reference ontology.
This presentation will describe our experience in the creation of a terminology system that supports abbreviations and maintains a reference language.
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